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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY SELECT HK SYSTEMS FOR AUTOMATED LIBRARY RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, MARCH__, 2004 --- HK Systems, Inc., the leading North American automated material handling and supply chain software total solutions provider, today announces University of British Columbia, BC Canada and Santa Clara University, CA. have chosen the company to provide Automated Library Systems (ALS).

HK Systems’ ALS has become a staple in academic library setting since the late 1980’s.  Providing seven times the storage capacity per square foot of conventional shelving units, the ALS is the most cost effective high density storage option available for document storage.

The system allows patrons at both institutions to continue to utilize the library's circulation and catalog systems to locate materials. When an item located in the ALS is requested, circulation simply sends a message to the system and retrieves the document.

The library addition at University of British Columbia will consist of four 160’+ long aisles capable of storing approximately 1,500,000 volumes; making this the longest ALS in North America.    “The University of British Columbia identified early on that we wanted, and needed, an efficient high-density space solution to house our collections. The HK Systems’ ALS was the only solution that made sense.”  stated Darrell Bailie, University of British Columbia’s Facilities Manager. "The added advantage is the ALS is a proven technology that has been operating successfully in academic library environments since 1989."

The new Santa Clara University ALS will serve immediately as a secure vault to house the collections of the existing library during its reconstruction. Three aisles will provide over 80,000 lineal feet of shelf space and allow the academic community access to the library’s complete collections while the new library is build on the same site as the old.

Liz Salzer, University Librarian, Sata Clara University, stated, “We determined the best means for balancing our various goals for the new library was to incorporate an HK Systems Automated Library System.  This is currently being built adjacent to the existing library, during the first phase of the new construction.” Salzer continued,  “Santa Clara University chose to partner with HK Systems because of the company’s proven track record in providing like systems to Northern American academic libraries for more than ten years.”  

Jeff Hedges, HK Systems' Director of Market Development, stated, "We are proud to be a major contributor to the University of British Columbia and Santa Clara University library projects.  These automated solutions represent design and implementation milestones that future ALS installations will benefit greatly from.”

HK Systems is the most experienced provider of synchronized material flow solutions. The company's comprehensive product and services offerings include automated storage and retrieval systems, automated guided vehicles, conveyance, sortation palletizers, customers warehouse management, transportation management, and event management systems.

Addressing the synchronized flow of material and information throughout a company's network, HK Systems develops, deploys, and maintains innovative solutions that improve customer service, reduce inventory and delivery time, and lower overall costs of manufacturing, distribution, and transportation.

For more information regarding HK Systems, its products and/or services, call 1-800-HKSYSTEMS or visit www.hksystems.com.
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